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ABSTRACT 

This paper focuses on the college's commitment to and 
responsibility for the attainment of the goals set forth by the 
National Right to Read Program, The goals of the Right to Read 
Program are: to disseminate information relative to reading, 
specifically, identifying and validating effective reading programs; 
to implement strategies for correcting exisibing reading and literacy 
problems and instituting educational reforms; and to share effective 
staff development t^echnigues. The Learning Center concept, which ; 
represents a comprehensive network of support systems designed to ' 
facilitate student learning at New York City Community College, is 
supplementary to the basic remediation provided for underprepared 
freshman students. The major strategies identified by the Learning 
Center staff to achieve its objectives focus upon the application of 
remedial techniques,V methods, and materials to specific content areas 
in departmental courses. (WR) 



ERIC 



U.S. DEPARTMENTOF HEALTH. 
EDUCATION &WELFARE 

^ • NATIONALINSTITUTEOF 
^ . EOUCATION 

• THIS DOCUMENT HAS 6F-EN '<EPRO 

DJCEO nXACTLY AS :<ECGIVrO FROM 

» THE PERS0NORORC;.aNIZAr ION ORIGIN 

^ ^ ATING JT. POINTS Of VIEW OR OPIN'ON 

V4LJ STATtD DO NOT NECESSARILY REf-**L 

1/-^ . SEMf CrFJCfALNATlONALlNSTlTUTEDF 

U ^ EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY. 

OO 
O 

CD 
UJ 



T-iF rOLl.FGr; C0f-U-1TTMKNT TO ATTAINARI-.r: MATTOMAL, GOALS 
.FARMIMf; SilPPORT SERVICES FOR OPFl! A])M.T.'Jr; iOMS STUDENT: 



"PERMISSION TO HEPRODUCE THIS COPY- • .['' P'jf . .! r"^. HG Mcirt'in 

RIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEw GRANTED Bv ^ Y ov]< C vLy ComTTiunity Co].lege 
__Ir_ene„Mar_t.ii] * i 



TO EHIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING 
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE NATIONAL IN- 
STITUTE OF EDUCATION, FURTHER REPRO- 
DUCTION OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM RE- 
QUIRES PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT 
OWNER/' 



& 



tRXC" ^ I ' : FILMED, FROM BEST A\miLABLE COPY^^^^^:\^- ' | 



THE COLLEGE COKMITMENT TO ATTAINABLE NATIONAL GOALS - 
LEAP.NTMG SUPPORT SFRVICES FOR OPEN ADMISSIONS STUDENTS 



The National Right to Read Program represents the efforts 
of -all elGrnents of society-public and private ^ ' prof essional and 
nonprof cGsional- to make c^ortain that no individual shall be 
denied .a full and useful life because of an inability to read 
effectively. " • 

The N^itional Right' to Read Effort is not a' single program 
or approach 5 but rather a great variety of efforts aimed at 
acliievi.ng the goal that 99% of the pc^ople 16 years old and 
90^5 of those ovei? 16 shall be functionally literate by 1980, 

The Right to Read office v^ithin the United States Office 
of Education lias identified the follovjing objectives.: 

1. To disseminate information relative to 
readings - i^peclf ically , identifying 
and validating effective reading pro- 

■""■^ , . ' grams., 

2. To implement strategies for correcting 
existing reading and literacy problems 
and -instituting educational r'cforms. 

3 . To- share ' effective staff development 
■. ■ ^ techniques . . 

This^ paper will focus on the Collegers commitment and • . 
responsibility in the attainment of these goals. 

Coiif orences such a.s this, are essential xo Goal 1. 
It is only through the willingness of colleges and their.' 
faculties to share their experiences that new, innovative 

ERLC 
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and effective educational programs can he implemented and re- 
plicated . 

The City Univei^L:ity of New York, initiai:ed a policy of 
Open Admissions in September 1970- Often -.Ihc level of academic 
preparation of the Open Admissionfs student fails far J)elov/ the 
minimum levels necessary for successful completion of th'?. col3ege 
course of study. The content of previous hif^li school courses; 
often do not meet the prerequisite levels necessary for survival 
in freshinan courses. Students enrolled in career and transfer 

'programs need t'o be prepared bo meel: a rigorous curriculum. Or- ■ 
ganizational skills need to be developed so uhat learning may be 
enhanced through .lecture, labora'bory , and clinical experiences. 

^Often a career program will culminate in locals state or federal 
licensure and/or certification examinations. The process of 
successfully .'completing tlie course of study and acquir^ing nec- 
essary cej;tif ication is. perceived as an overwhelming task by) . 
the open ^ldmissions■ student. It is incumbent upon us, as 
educators 5 to explore the options for continued higher educa- 
tion so that students enrolled - in career and transfer programs 
may v;iden their horizon.s to include a vjide range of educational 
opportunities. 

The second goal of the National Right to Read Effort deals 
with the implen^.entation of strategies to correct existing reading 

The Lecirning Center concept represents ^\ comprehensive 
network of support systems designed to facilitate .. student lear^ning 
at Nevj York City Community College, 'it is supplemeTitary to the 
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... basic rcinecl.iat.ion provided for underpreparcd freshman students, 
once ay. freshman has actiieved a bas'ic competency level, and is 
enroll «i!d in a first term program of coiLrses in his major^ depart- 
ment, learning center support -is available t-o him» Tlv: Learning 

I 

Center utilizes a team of content faculty, remedial specialists, 
counselors , and tuto7?s to provide alternate learning strategies 
for these students - 

The major strategies identified by f-he Learning Center staff 
to achieve its objectives, focus .upon the appli.cation of- remedial 
techniques 5 methods, and maizerials, to specific content ar^eas in 
departmental courses. The following activities are designed. to 
create an environment for non-traditional learning 

Pi a g nos 'ti c^^ T esti ng Dj^ se Line Data 

Diagnostic iTests are developed to pinjjoint .the prerequisite 
vocabula-py, reading comprehension, and related content" slcills 
necessary for^ entering freshman to succeed in their first term 
course of study* In addition, a comprehensive revi'ew of high 
school records serves to aid in the placement of students for 
remediation., p7?e-requisite training or first- term programming.. 

Tut or i a 1 Ass i s t a n c e : . 

Tutoring is a complex process' based on a sensitivit-y to the 
educatiohal and emotional needs of the tutee^ Effective tutoring 
is based on .tlie mastery of the si'ibject mcitter through supportive 
tutorial, assistance with the ultiiliate goal of tutee self-direction. 

Tu.torial assistance can function belyond the parameters of old 
constraints.. It can be supportive of a multitude of learning sit- 
uations . which include the open laboratory , " and the multi- level 
ERJCiirning center. 
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I^I!^..^^ ^ IIL.1^^I2?5^ V S ki] . Is Min ijCo urse 

Courses offer^ocl to freshman students, deal with reading 

■ } 

and :ri.udy skil'.i.:--. applied to a specific tary:';et content course 
I ^ ^ ) 

v/ithin eacTi cui^ricvilum. The Learning Center staff consults 

v/ith content facu].ty laernbers to analyze f^eoulred readings 

v;ith.in the conlient currj.culum. Mini-course skills include; 

II ' 

study techniques, textbook notcmaking, lecture notetaking, 
vocabulary development, test-taking techniques, facility with 
reference sources, and f.lexibility of reading rate. 

Sequent ial Mo dule s of Instruction 

Instructional modules are developed to meet the needs of 
^- students wifh varynng bade grounds and educational skills. They 
encompass single concept units of learning within the framev^jork 
of an ciwarcness of pi^e-requisite skills, cmr^rent .curr^iculum and 
enrichment activities. 

Supporti ve M edia Aids 

A media team is m^lde available to v/ork with faculty to 
design and develop supportive instructional aids for classroom 
use, tutoT'^ial ses.'pions, and student reference.' Tlie production 

resources of the college are utilized. 

' ' ■ • ■ . ■ . 

^ie d • L a C r o s s - R e f e r e n c e ■ ' ' " f ' \ 

Materials are housed in vai'^ious locations . at the college. ■ 
It is necessary for facult-y to be aware of existing resou'rrces 
applicable to their course content. A system of cataloguing 
jTiedia. available to the departments, througl^o\it the college/ 
and .from commercial sour^ces needs to be established. This 
--.-aild aid n6v7 faculty, as well as experienced faculty teaching 
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new courses, in prenonting apin-'opriato matGr.iri l.f^ and exporiencoc • 
to enhance G i.:iideiit "iarninj^ v/.i thin the classr'fK:)rn » 

Student Dc vcJ opment VJorkshops , ' 

Sfudent Develcpifient VJorks'iiops explore Lhe wide range of 
educational options and occupational opportunities available 
to students. The various career choices are defined and the 
procedures for continuing education and asses.sing one's goalG 
are examined ... 

The objeotives establislied by the Learning Center staff 
for students iv^fleet the severe gaps " in the aeadeinic skills of 
many students at New York City Coirimunity- College . The objectives 
defined by t]ie Cantor staff are congruent v/.ith *Lhe value system 
of ci college V7hich perves many students who liave cicademie problems!, 
They cat"^ry strong recormnendation?: fo.r the introduction of alter- 
ncitivG learning strategies and innovative techniques". This calls 
for new value sets and requires the implemenLation of informational 
processes wluich result .iJn both verbal and behavioral conmiitments 
from Division faculty. In this way. learning supporl: services may 
j^rovide non-tradition^il learning environments for Open Admissions 
students • 
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